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PRESS RELEASE

3D printing service from igus: worldwide delivery of lubrication-free components from 2 days

Wear-resistant functional components, prototypes and replacement parts configured easily and delivered quickly
120,000 additively manufactured components were delivered by igus last year. Reason enough for the motion plastics specialist to further increase its capacities and equip its 3D printing service with new functions such as wall thickness and undercut analysis. In this way, customers worldwide can obtain their lubrication-free and low-maintenance components very easily and quickly, thereby saving costs.
For globally positioned companies with development teams in different countries, logistical challenges in the rapid procurement of identical additively manufactured parts are very frequent. With the igus 3D printing service, which is quickly available around the world, engineers can order, test and use the same lubrication-free and maintenance-free parts across borders - without long delivery processes. This is because igus has further increased its 3D printing capacities with two additional laser sintering printers in the USA and a further plant in China, and now delivers prototypes, small series and special parts even faster. Two further laser sintering printers are also planned for the main location in Cologne. The printed components are delivered regionally in only a few days. The cost advantages are obvious: machine downtime is reduced through the quick delivery of spare parts, development costs are saved through faster functional prototypes and delivery costs are reduced through local production.
3D printing service 2.0

Ordering parts is easy thanks to the 3D printing service. First the 3D model is created and exported in STEP/STP format. The data is then dragged and dropped into the browser window. In the last step, the user can select the number of pieces and material and order or send an enquiry directly online. The new version of the 3D printing service tool now also offers the possibility to immediately check the feasibility of 3D models online. For example, the minimum wall thicknesses and the size are checked with regard to printing format capacity. In the case of print2mold (injection-moulded parts made of additively manufactured moulds), the tool also carries out an undercut analysis. After individual ambient parameters have been entered, the online 3D printing services indicates the most suitable iglidur material. Vibratory grinding and black colouring of laser sintering parts can now also be selected with a mouse click. The user gets prices and delivery times right away so that the component can be ordered or an enquiry submitted immediately.
The 3D printing service 2.0 can be found on the igus 3D printing page:
https://www.igus.in/info/3d-print-3d-printing-service
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Quickly configured, ordered and delivered worldwide within 2 days: igus' 3D printing service is being further expanded with new laser sintering printers in China and the USA as well as a new online version of the service tool. (Source: igus GmbH)
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	ABOUT IGUS:

igus GmbH develops and produces motion plastics. These lubrication-free, high-performance polymers improve technology and reduce costs wherever things move. In energy supplies, highly flexible cables, plain and linear bearings as well as lead screw technology made of tribo-polymers, igus is the worldwide market leader. The family-run company based in Cologne, Germany, is represented in 35 countries and employs 3,800 people across the globe. In 2019, igus generated a turnover of €764 million. Research in the industry's largest test laboratories constantly yields innovations and more security for users. 234,000 articles are available from stock and the service life can be calculated online. In recent years, the company has expanded by creating internal startups, e.g. for ball bearings, robot drives, 3D printing, the RBTX platform for Lean Robotics and intelligent "smart plastics" for Industry 4.0. Among the most important environmental investments are the "chainge" programme – recycling of used e-chains - and the participation in an enterprise that produces oil from plastic waste. (Plastic2Oil).
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